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,// Inland Fisheries Ireland

Ms Corina Colleran

Mc Carthy Keville O’Sullivan Ltd
Block 1, G.F.S.C.

Moneenageisha Road

Galway.

2 February 2011

RE: Bandon Flood Relief Scheme- Constraints Study.

Dear Corina,

I refer to your letter dated 10™ January regarding the above-mentioned.

The significance of the Bandon River from a fisheries perspective and the potential impact of
flood alleviation measures on fisheries in the catchment are considered below.

Introduction:

Inland Fisheries Ireland is the statutory body with responsibility for the protection, conservation
and development of fisheries in the state. The Bandon River is one of the premier salmonid
fisheries in the South West Region, rising in the West Cork mountains and flowing for some 45
miles main channel length before discharging to the sea in Kinsale Harbour. It drains a
catchment of approximately 235 sq. miles in area. The Bandon River offers a great variety of
game fishing including salmon, sea trout and brown trout fishing. Salmon fishing is available
over the vast majority of the main channel of the Bandon and extends upstream to Togher Castle
in the upper reaches of the river. Sea trout are caught up to Ballineen. The vast majority of
fishing on the Bandon is under private ownership or controlled by syndicates or angling
associations.

A fish counter located on the weir (fish pass) in Bandon records the upward movement of salmon
and sea trout. Table 1 shows the combined number of both species passing through the counter
for 2010 on a monthly basis.

Table I: Bandon Weir Fish Counter Data 2010

Month | Jan | Feb |Mar | April | May |June |July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec

Salmon | 4 Z 16 32 87 215 | 539 [ 172 [275 | 1254 | 876 |314

In total in 2010, 3791 fish were recorded passing through the counter. However fish movement
over the weir is not exclusively through the fish pass. Fish can also navigate the weir
independently of the pass. While no precise figure exists, local knowledge would suggest that
fish passing through the counter represent only 60% of the total upward fish movement. On this
basis it is estimated that in 2010 a total of approximately 6318 fish (adult salmon and sea trout)
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moved upstream over the weir in Bandon. This figure does not take into account returning fish
which spawned in the main channel downstream of the weir or in any of the tributaries which
enter the main channel downstream of the weir e.g. Bridewell and Brinny Rivers.

With respect to catch statistics the average annual angling catch for the years 2003-2006 was 517
fish (salmon and sea trout > 40cm) per year for the Bandon system. For 2010 an angling quota of
350 fish and a draft net quota of 61 fish applied for the Bandon River.

Constraints Study Area:

The constraints study area established for the purpose of the Bandon Flood Relief Scheme Study
encompasses an area from just east of Baxter’s Bridge to Dunderrow. Between Baxters Bridge
and Innishannon Bridge (where the river becomes tidal) virtually all of the main channel of the
Bandon River can be categorized as salmonid spawning, nursery or angling waters. The lower
reaches of the Bridewell and Brinny Rivers are principally spawning and nursery waters.

Within the study zone, fishing on the main Bandon River channel is controlled over varying
distances by among others, the Bandon Angling Association, Pat O’Driscoll, Barry O’Driscoll.
David Forde and Dick Lee. There are approximately 46 regularly used and recognized angling
stretches and pools in the study zone. These pools are not alone significant in terms of angling
but play a key function in facilitating the upstream movement of salmonids.

Within the Bandon town area the following redd count data is available for the years 2008, 2009
and 2010.

Bandon River, Mc Sweeney Quay Bridewell River, Town Section
(Weir to Main Bridge) (Chapel to GAA entrance)
2008- 17 redds 2008- 6 redds
2009- 12 redds 2009 -0 redds
2010- 14 redds 2010- 12 redds

In addition to salmonids, freshwater pearl mussel, lamprey and eels have been recorded within
the constraints study area.

Flood Alleviation Measures:

While IFI are fully aware of, and sensitive to, the hardship caused by previous flooding events in
Bandon town, any proposed flood alleviation measures must be sustainable and in keeping with
the requirements of the Fisheries Acts, Habitats Directive and Water Framework Directive.

In this context IFI feels that the current assessment of flooding events in Bandon must be a
catchment wide process assessing the impact of changes in drainage, development and land use
patterns and practices on the response of flows in the Bandon River to rainfall events. Likewise
potential solutions should consider the catchment in its entirety and not focus solely on the small
area set out in the constraints study. Each solution or series of solutions proposed should be
considered not alone in financial terms but also in the context of long term sustainability and
durability in combination with flood control effectiveness.



More specifically considering the significance of the Bandon River in terms of fisheries, the EIS
associated with any proposed flood alleviation measures needs to address the following

Assessment of Existing Conditions

The following data is necessary, both within the study area and to the limits of the zone of
influence of any proposed works, to assess existing conditions:-

a)

b)

c)

d)

f)

Mapping of the range, location and extent of each aquatic habitat type e.g. pools, nursery
and spawning areas.

Redd counting in the proposed study area and upstream to the limits of the zone of
influence of any proposed works be carried out over at least the next 2 years.

Mapping of both the extent and nature of bankside vegetation, highlighting in particular
all areas subject to river bank erosion at present.

A complete stock survey of all fish species.

Characterization and quantification of each habitat area, identified in (a), based on its
macro invertebrate population.

Detailed assessment and characterization of all potentially impacted channels in terms of
their surface and sub-surface sedimentology.

Impact Assessment:

The following requirements apply from a fisheries perspective in relation to impact assessment
of any proposed works:-

a)
b)

c)

d)

Quantification of habitat losses and the impact on both flora and fauna.
Impact of any proposed works on fish stock densities for each species.

Changes in flow dynamics, the consequent impact on fish migrations and the loss of
opportunity for fish movement.

Compatibility of any proposed measures with existing legislative requirements.

Should you require any clarification please do not hesitate to contact me.

- Patrick Buck
rector
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Corina Colleran,

McCarthy Keville O’ Sullivan Ltd.,
Planning & Environmental
Consulting,

Block 1 G.F.S.C.,
Moneenageisha Road,

Co. Galway.

15" January 2011

Reference: Bandon Flood Relief Scheme — Environmental Constraints Consultation

Your Ref: 2185-100735

Dear Sir/Madam,
Thank you, for your letter dated 10" January 2011.

The South Western River Basin District (SWRBD) management plan was adopted by all
Local Authorities in the SWRBD prior to the 30" April 2010, as stipulated in the European
Communities (Water Policy) Regulations 2003 (S.I. 722 of 2003 as amended). The SWRBD
plan came into effect on the 15" July 2010.

The South Western River Basin Management Plan (2009-2015) objectives should be
considered and integrated as appropriate with the Bandon Flood Relief Scheme (See
Section 6 of the SWRBD Plan). The Scheme should comply with the Water Framework
Directive.

The main objectives of the Water Framework Directive are:

+  Prevent deterioration and maintain high status where it already exists

+  Protect, enhance and restore all waters with aim to achieve at least good status by
2015

« Ensure waters in protected areas meet requirements

*  Progressively reduce chemical pollution

The SWRBD Management plan is available on the website www.wfdireland.ie with all the
background documents. (Composite SWRBD Management plan version is available on
www.swrbd.ie — this includes Ministerial amendments)




The following sections of the SWRBD plan should be noted:

e Section 4.2.3 of the SWRBD plan refers to New modifications or sustainable
development and this should be taken into consideration in your development of the
Bandon Flood Relief Scheme.

e Section 6.1.1 — Land use planning - Any potential impacts from future development
on waters can be mitigated by properly incorporating the objectives established in this
(SWRBD) plan into development plans to ensure sustainable development.

o Please refer to the Water Management Units in order to establish the water body
status. (UpperBandon, Bandon/Stick and TRAC WMU's)

e Attached Map showing the WFD Status at the proposed location. Map 1

Please note that Cork County Council is the coordinating authority for the SWRBD. The
Coordinator for the SWRBD is Michael J Ryan and can be contacted at the following
address:

Michael J Ryan,

Project Co-ordinator,

South Western River Basin District (SWRBD),
Environment & Emergency Services Directorate,
Cork County Council,

Inniscarra,

Co Cork

If you require further information, please don't hesitate to contact me.

Yours Sincefely

{ /5 ’<ji\ /4;( L

Michagl J Ryan,

SWR}éD Cg-ordinator /
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